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The Americans with Disabilities Act is a civil rights law which requires that buildings

and facilities that provide goods and services to the public, must be accessible to
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The ADA was signed into law by President George H.W. Bush in 1990 & went into
effect in 1992.

Buildings and alterations constructed after 1992 must comply with the requirements
of the ADA.

Buildings and facilities constructed prior to 1992, ar required to make changes to
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Guide to State & Federal
Accessibility Requirements

facilitate accessibility that are “readily achievable”, which is defined as, “easily for California
2013

accomplishable and able to be carried out without much difficulty or expense.”

California Building Code
In addition to the ADA, California has it’s own requirements for accessibility compliance which are described int
he California Building Code. Current codes effective January 1, 2011.

Civil Rights Movement — 1950 — 1980

Section 504 — part of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act — required hospitals, universities — any place that received
federal money — to remove obstacles to services and provide access to public transportation and public places.
Compliance was expensive and the government failed to enforce it.

April 5, 1977 US Disability sit-in to force the signing of regulations enacting Section 504.

Outgoing phone calls were blocked and hot water was turned off. Local support was widespread. Businesses
donated supplies, members of the Black Panther Party cooked food, and the mayor sent in portable showers and
mattresses.

4 week sit-in at the US Department of Health, Education and Welfare in San Francisco — 100 disabled
demonstrators — on April 28th, HE Secretary Joseph Califano endorsed the regulations.

Unruh Civil Rights Act / Calif. Civil Code — Section 51 — 1959

Calif. Civil Code — Section 52


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate?WAISdocID=78126220691+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate?WAISdocID=78098720004+1+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://ada.ashdownarch.com/
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Calif. Civil Code — Section 52 (b) Whoever denies the right...through threats or sexual harassment...is liable
for the actual damages...plus...$25,000 & attorneys fees.

SB 1608 Calif. Civil Code — Section 55.56 e.
Statutory damages may be assessed pursuant to subdivision (a) based on that the

plaintiff was denied full and equal access, and of construction related
accessibility standards identified at the place of public accommodation where the denial of full and equal access
occurred.


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate?WAISdocID=78098720004+1+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/07-08/bill/sen/sb_1601-1650/sb_1608_bill_20080928_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate?WAISdocID=78063619139+1+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://www.optimalperformance.ca/
http://ada.ashdownarch.com/?page_id=699&replytocom=8%23respond
http://ada.ashdownarch.com/?page_id=699&replytocom=241%23respond
http://ada.ashdownarch.com/?page_id=699&replytocom=307%23respond
http://ada.ashdownarch.com/?page_id=699&replytocom=297%23respond
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